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Engineering Careers

Chris Taylor

Process engineer, Kilwaughter  
Chemical, Larne

Chemical Engineers

What has been your educational/ 
professional route to this post?
From an early age and even throughout 
school, my Technology and Science 
teacher told me that I should study 
Engineering. At that point I wanted to 
go into Chemistry. While studying for my 
A-levels, I knew that I wanted to go down 
the Chemistry route. I applied to do 
Chemistry at Queen’s University.  During 
my first semester, I completed modules 
in Chemistry, Chemical Engineering 
and Maths.  It was at this stage I 
switched my career focus to Chemical 
Engineering, as I found the module really 
interesting.

Would you say that Chemical 
Engineering represents a good 
career?
Absolutely! Chemical Engineering  
needs a good solid background in 
chemistry to understand the nature of 
the chemical process and the movement 
of materials. After graduating, I began 
looking for work opportunities and with 
my degree there were a variety of options 
open to me.  The choice was initially  

daunting,  
because I was  
still uncertain on  
my career direction.   
I was delighted to  
secure the Process  
Engineer opportunity at  
Kilwaughter Chemical  
Company Ltd and have found  
my role both challenging and rewarding.  
It’s great being able to put my studies 
into practice.  I am learning every day 
and receive coaching and mentoring 
from experienced engineers onsite. 

Can you describe a typical working 
day?
I am currently working on a large project 
to install a major piece of operational 
plant onsite. With the installation phase, 
I am dealing with several different types 
of contractors, in order to progress the 
work to the next stage.  As part of the 
company’s three year vision, Kilwaughter 
is constantly investing in new plant and 
machinery, so there is always a new 
project of interest on the horizon.
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My role involves project management 
and co-ordination skills to ensure 
everything is running to schedule and will 
meet deadlines.  It’s a great project to 
be involved with.
 
My days generally involve meeting with 
the contractors and sourcing materials. 
When I am not with contractors I am 
specifying details for new pieces of 
equipment and their requirements, or 
looking at plans to see how we can 
improve the process before we finalise 
completion times. 

What do you really like about your 
job?
I love the diverse range of tasks in my 
working day. Every day is different due 
to the nature of my job. Working mostly 
on a construction project, I have to 
always be mindful of the projects in the 
pipeline and co-ordinate all the onsite 
contractors to ensure the operations run 
smoothly. So I have had a great deal of 
responsibility early in my career.

Would you recommend your type of 
engineering to young people starting 
out on their career?
Personally, if someone had an interest 
in Chemistry and working with plant, I 
would highly recommend they consider 
a degree in Chemical Engineering, 
as it takes parts from both sides and 
opens up a whole new way of thinking 
and looking at things. After all, it was 
a chemical engineer that invented the 
post-it note by accident! 




